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ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ Ephesians 6:16 

CǊƻƳ tŀǎǘƻǊ bŀǘŜ Φ Φ Φ Φ 

One of my favorite lines from a movie is ñYou is kind, you is smart, you is 
important.ò The line is from ñThe Help.ò The mother of a young girl seems to 
have no interest in her child. And so it is the nanny who repeatedly reminds the 
young girl that even though her mother has no time for her, she is indeed kind, 
smart, and important.  

This morning I came across another headline: Parents' cellphone use makes 
kids feel 'unimportant'. There have been countless studies and research done 
that reveal conclusively that cell phone use by parents interferes with  
important face-to-face time with their children. Whether it is mealtime, going 
to the park, driving in the car, going to a game, many parents are more  
absorbed with their phones than with their children. And this not only affects 
parent-child connectedness making the child feel ñunimportantò but also leads 
to poor behavior in children. 

When we read the Gospels we see how Jesus was very intentional when he 
spent time with people. I canôt imagine that if there were cell phones in his day 
that he would have said, ñhold on I have to respond to a text/call. To do so is 
telling the person right in front of you that they are less important than the  
person on the phone.  

Jesus was also very intentional with spending time in worship and prayer.  
Often times Jesus would seek solitude so that he would not be distracted  
when he spoke with his Heavenly Father. If God is important to us, shouldnôt 
we also be intentional about our prayer time and worship?  

Summer in Minnesota is a time for vacations, a time for rest and relaxation. 
Hopefully it will be a time of intentional interaction with family and friends. 
Put away the cell phones and show your loved ones how important they are to 
you. And remember that including intentional time with God, through worship 
and prayer, reveals how important your relationship is with the One who gave 
you life and salvation. 

Together in Faith! 

Pr. Nate Bjorge 

WǳƴŜ нлмт bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 

There will be  
no Newsletter 
for July. 

Please Note... 

June 
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News from the Congregational Life Committee 
Wow, we've had a busy month! 

We held our annual Spring Garage and Bake sale on May 6th. We had lots of baked goods and 
items to sell. We had a very good turn out, and many volunteers to help. 

Thank you to all who helped out in any way, and to those who donated items and baked goods! 

Our team sponsored our Senior dinner on May 16th. Gabrielle Meyer was our guest speaker, a 
Christian author, from Little Falls. She gave an interesting talk about her books, and shared how 
she included some Little Falls history in her writings. She had some of her books for us to see. 
Her books are available to buy. 

Our Sunday school picnic and Senior Graduation was held on May 21st. Our graduates are  
Jillian Cox, Randale Fernelius, Cody Schroeder, and Kalley Stock. They were presented with a 
beautiful quilt, and a flower. Graduation cake was also served. 

Good Luck and Blessings to our graduates! 

We had grilled burgers and hot dogs, along with shared pot luck dishes for our school picnic.    

Thank you to all who helped in any way! 

Our Brat sale at Coborns will be July 19th and 20th from 10-6. We will post a sign-up sheet prior 
to those dates. This is for our youth, we would like them to help. 

We will not be meeting in June or July. 

Enjoy your summer!!!!! 

Becky Boody, for the Congregational Life Team. 

CƛƴŀƴŎŜ ¢ŜŀƳ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
March 9, 2017 

Finance Meeting: Thursday, May 11, 6:30p.m. 
TreasurerΩs Report: Justin shared that they continue to work on the process of changing over to Sarah and 
him. Noel has been working with Sarah to get things rectified and in the right areas. Justin shared that it 
would be ready by the council meeting to give them a report. 
Old Business: It was decided to not have an Ash Wednesday envelope in the offering envelopes. 
New Business:  
¶ Trees were planted by Tom L and Jim N-5 plums, 5 chokecherries, 5 white cedars, and 5 white spruces.  
White spruce was also planted to replace the ones that died over the winter. 
¶ Jim Nelson has resigned from the finance committee; we will need to replace his position.  
¶ Justin shared that we would be making a payment for debt reduction soon. 
¶ A ping pong table is being put into the youth room. MenΩs breakfast will pay $200 and ChildrenΩs  
ministry will pay the additional $129. 
¶ George Sandy shared that the council decided to put down 85 yards of gravel on the road coming in. 
An anonymous donor gave the funds for this. 
¶ Justin will look into the water leak in the pipe going to the garage and determine if this can be fixed. 
¶ The air conditioning will be set like the heating was to run during the day to cool the offices and on 
Sunday to cool the sanctuary area. Hopefully this will save some money in energy costs. 

Next meeting will be Thursday June 8th at 6:30. 
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Presidentôs Message 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ϧ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ¢ŜŀƳ 

At the May 10, 2017, Mission and Outreach Team meeting, the team amended minutes from its April 5 meeting and 
discussed the hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ IŜŀƭ hǳǊ tŀǘǊƛƻǘǎ 2016 annual report, which Faith recently received.  

The April minutes were amended to include a $200 donation that was approved to support a Lutheran Church in  
Mission for Christ (LCMC) mission congregation, Sierra Lutheran Church, in Auberry, California. Auberry is located in a 
small rural area in the foothills 35 miles east of Fresno.  The donation was specifically made to assist the church by  
assisting with some of the costs associated with bringing in another LCMC pastor with expertise in resolving conflicts.   

hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ IŜŀƭ hǳǊ tŀǘǊƛƻǘǎ is a program of SamaritanΩs Purse, the same Franklin Graham Ministry that operates  
hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƘƛƭŘΣ which Faith has strongly supported the past several years as a collection site. hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ 
IŜŀƭ hǳǊ tŀǘǊƛƻǘǎ was started to address the fact that marriage is often a casualty of military deployment. Since its 
founding, 686 couples have been guests at an Alaska wilderness retreat for a week of faith-based marriage enrichment.  
In 2016, thanks to generous gifts from churches (like Faith Lutheran) and other donors, 160 couples were guests at  
Samaritan Lodge Alaska, with 67 individuals making commitments to Christ, 95 people being baptized, and 79 couples 
recommitting their marriages to God. The program operates under the message of Psalm 46:1, which reads: DƻŘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ 
ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ǝƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦ 

In other May Mission and Outreach Team highlights: 

¶ The Mission & Outreach Team (MOT) received a letter from East European Missions Network (EEMN), which Faith 
through our Mission and Outreach Ministry Team has been supporting the mission work of Paul and Lea EldredΩs 
5ŀƳŀǎŎǳǎ wƻŀŘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ in Antalya, Turkey. The EldredΩs call to Turkey is ending and they will be returning to 
Minnesota (Waseca) this summer. 

¶ As of our current meeting (May 10), there is no leadership for a Jamaica mission trip to Sunbeam Boys Home.  
Pastor Nate will be asking Sherry Bigalke if she knows of anyone who might be interested in leading a Faith team 
back to Jamaica.   

¶ Work is still being done to ensure that automatic (pre-approved) payments are coming out of the Mission and  
Outreach TeamΩs budget as planned. Heather was going to discuss with Sarah to make sure that things are as the 
team thought. 

¶ Kim led the May 10 opening devotion, which focused on άgratitude,έ and was highlighted by the following quote: 
άLetΩs take a moment today to count our blessings. We may find weΩre so busy being grateful that we wonΩt have 
time to feel bad.έ 

As always, Faith members are invited to share any missions/ministries they would like to see our church support with 
members of the team.  

Faith Lutheran Family, 
Spring is here and everything is turning green again. God is showing us how great he is by bringing life back to our part 
of the earth. In order for the plants to grow, God sends rain to provide nutrients for them. Another thing the rain does is 
creates mud and mud-puddles. We are experiencing that at this time on our churches entrance road. We currently main-
tain it by grading it periodically, but we do realize that a more long term fix is needed. The council decided to gather 
some estimates to add a gravel lift to the road in order to improve the drainage. This will give us a much better driveway 
until we can afford to pave the road.  

 We had a great Easter holiday with good food, good weather and great kinship. I would like to thank everyone for all 
the support you gave to our church during this time. We had plenty of volunteers to help with cooking, clean-up, service 
support and great worship attendance. The best thing we get out of this all though is Godôs message. Jesus gave his life 
for us and then he was resurrected and is watching over us today.  

God Bless You All. 
Randy Wolbeck 

Vacation Bible School 
June 5-9 
9:00-11:30 a.m. 
At Grace Covenant  
(17117 Riverwood Dr., Little Falls) 
Theme: Maker Fun Factory 
Ages: 3 years oldð5th Grade 
Kids will become hands-on inventors  
who discover they are lovingly created by God! 
For more information or to  
register go to www.gracecov.net/vbs 
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Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 
 

 
Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 
Ephesians 6:16 
 
Faith Lutheran Church 
303 18th St. SE 
Little Falls, MN 56345 
320-414-0533 

faithlutheranlittlefalls.org 
secretaryfaithlutheran@gmail.com 

May 24, 2017 Youth Report 

It is with joy & sadness that I write a monthly youth report. Sadness because 
what so many parents in Manchester, England write about their kids from now 
on will be past tense due to the horrific terror attack on mostly youthful  
concertgoers.   

Although Scripture says in Ephesians 6:12, άFor our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of 
this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realmsέ 
and in 2 Chronicles 20:15 άDo not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast 
army; for the battle is not yours, but GodΩsέΤ the Bible also clearly warns us 
throughout that we will face trials of many kinds and that as long as weΩre 
clothed in earthly bodies, we will suffer.   

Our kids face an increasingly ugly and terrifying world. Our command is to, 
άTrain them in the way they should go.έ Yes, theyΩll make their own choices and 
often it will be the opposite of the direction we pointed—but if they have a  
solid, grounded faith when theyΩre young, they will return to it. 

It may be my job to work with the youth of Faith, but I assure you it is also my 
heartΩs desire to help train them to fight that enemy that will follow them,  
lurking behind their every relationship and decision. The giants they face (i.e., 
insecurity, fear, betrayal of friends, etc.) can only be slain with a rock solid  
relationship with Jesus Christ; and this, only by spending time in His Word daily, 
praying without ceasing, and meeting together with those who will encourage 
us in a closer walk with Him.  

This month one of the ways we worked towards this was getting them involved 
in Sunday morning worship. Youth Sunday I referred to it as. Even though a few 
of them have participated in some way at one time, many hadnΩt. This  
Sunday they had a lot of responsibility. They had to get out of their comfort 
zones and work together as a team. 

With every άThank Youέ I received afterwards, I couldnΩt help but be proud of 
the kids. Not a smug pride, but the kind that knows how nervous they were, yet 
they persisted. Not all the kids who wanted to help (and did with all the prep 
before Sunday!) were able to be there. We even had one who hadnΩt planned 
to help but stepped up to the plate at (literally) the last minute when we  
discovered we were short a person to fill a role.   

The more I get to know some of the kids who regularly attend youth group, the 
more I grow to love the individuals they are. To Pastor Nate for his support, 
Kate, Tammy, and Justin for their incredible patience and leadership with the 
sound / music, & the women who gracefully helped prepare the kids who were 
to serve communion, & Aaron for all the background help, άThank You!έ 

The kids donΩt want to give up meeting together during the summer, although 
regular Wednesdays wonΩt work. IΩm trying to work with schedules to maximize 
attendance at meetings & activities. 

One event being planned is a 4-wheeling outing. tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ п-ǿƘŜŜƭŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǳǎŜ ϧ L ǿƛƭƭ Ŭƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƻƴ  
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǝƳŜ ϧ ǇƭŀŎŜ. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛŘǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻΦ One has an extended  
family member with newly discovered cancer; one suffered a summer-altering 
knee injury; some start new jobs or face their last summer as άa kidέΦ   

In His Service, Becky 

¸ƻǳǘƘ ϧ CŀƳƛƭȅ ¢ŜŀƳ 
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Council Minutes 
Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, May 18, 2017 

Present: Rich Collins, Kennard Fellbaum, Justin Juelke, Jason Leibold, Kelly Olson, George Sandy,  
Ally White and Pastor Nate 

Absent: Noel Guerard, Mark Pugh, Pat Rioux, Randy Wolbeck, Dave ZumBerge 

The meeting was called to order by Jason Leibold. 

Opening Prayer was led by Kennard Fellbaum. 

Secretaryôs Report: George Sandy moved and Kennard Fellbaum seconded to accept the April Council 
Minutes. Motion carried. 

Treasurerôs Report: Rich Collins moved and George Sandy seconded to accept the updated March  
Financial reports. Motion carried. 

George Sandy moved and Rich Collins seconded to accept the April Financial reports. Motion carried. 

Pastorôs Report: Pastor Nate brought forth an idea to consider doing Wednesday evening worship  
year-round. This would be especially helpful for families with children in sports who often cannot attend 
Sundays. The Council thought this was a good concept to add to the congregation climate survey. The 
Wednesday worship services would be abbreviated versions of the Sunday Worship and would likely begin 
in the fall. 

Summer youth activities were discussed including a Valley Fair trip and 4-wheeler day. 

Old Business: 
Columbarium Dedication: The dedication has been scheduled for Sunday, May 28. There will be a brief  
dedication service following worship that Sunday.   

Congregational Life: Sunday School Picnic and Graduation Reception: This Sunday, May 21, the Sunday 
School picnic will coincide with the graduate reception. 

Gravel for Drive: George Sandy returned with estimates for the cost of the gravel to redo our drive. He also 
reported that we received an anonymous donation to cover the approximately $900 cost of the gravel. We 
will have the road graded prior to the laying down of new gravel to help maintain proper drainage. This will 
hopefully keep the road from getting rutted so quickly. 

New Business:  
Columbarium Pavers: Al Bauman and Howie Larsen presented information about Memorial pavers that will 
be installed around the Columbarium up to the benches. The pavers are a mix of granite and concrete so they 
should be sturdier than the pavers used in most home projects and will then be able to be engraved as  
memorials for loved ones. George Sandy moved and Kennard Fellbaum seconded to allow the $3025 cost to 
be taken from the current Columbarium funds. Motion carried. Justin Juelke moved and Kennard Fellbaum 
seconded to accept the color of the pavers based on the sample presented, motion carried. 

Golf Tournament: Little Falls Golf Club is presenting a Golf Extravaganza to help raise money to improve 
the golf course and work with youth to get them involved in golfing. Faith has sponsored a hole in previous 
years for this event. Ally White moved and George Sandy seconded to sponsor a hole at the Golf  
Extravaganza for $100 from the undesignated mission money. Motion carried.  

Summer Newsletters: Over the summer, many of the ministry teams do not meet so Sarah Kalkbrenner 
brought up whether we should discontinue newsletters for the months of June and July, as we have done in 
previous years. The council discussed and agreed that there will be no newsletter for June or July, but we  
will continue with newsletters beginning in August as we gear up for the start of Sunday School. 

The meeting closed with prayer. 
The next meeting will take place June 15, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

Attendance 
& Offering 

May 7: 172 $ 5,759 
May 14: 192  $ 3,253 
May 21: 190 $ 9,817 
May 28: 148  $ 2,716 


